Assignment 2: Applying symbolic interactionism

Please note that this is due in two weeks, on Feb 14 (you can decide for yourself if that has symbolic meaning).
In this assignment, you will use what you have learned about symbolic interactionism from the readings to develop your own analysis. As you will find in the readings, symbolic interactionism can be applied to just about any data: images and videos, dialog and interviews, actions and performances, software and websites, etc. And it’s really not that hard: just about everything people do involves some sort of exchange of meaning using something that symbolizes those meanings. Symbolic interactionists make it even easier by giving you some handy ways to organize that analysis – for example by using an analogy to drama (stage, script, performance, costumes, etc.) or tracking the construction of categories.
Your assignment is simply to find some data, and apply a symbolic interactionist analysis. You don’t have to give me a publishable paper; just 2-5 pages showing:
1) You were clever enough to come up with some interesting source of data. You can be lazy about this—we will do an interview project later, so don’t feel you need to run out and create some original stuff. You can find, for example, transcripts online, or leaf through magazines and look at images, or cruise websites, even just sit around watching TV.
2) You were clever enough to apply what you learned from the readings.
As I said, you will have 2 weeks to do this, so we will have time to discuss the readings and your ideas after class next week before you have to carry this out.

