Assignment 5: From Research Questions to Data Acquisition
Due on March 28th 
In your last assignment, you invented a main research question you can claim to be answering. In this assignment, you will come up with an example of data acquisition that informs your research question. Keep in mind that this is just an exercise: just take a guess at what your dissertation might be about, pretend like you actually know something about it.
Your assignment is to:

1) Choose one “branch” of your research question hierarchy (from main, to one sub-question, to a sub-sub question if necessary.

2) Choose a data acquisition method: explain why that is an appropriate strategy. Describe a way in which you can “triangulate” – use one or two other data sources to confirm or question the data obtained through this method. If none exists, explain why (perhaps you can make the case that the data is even more valuable this way).
3) Provide a concrete example of how you would implement that method. The example can be a set of interview questions, a research experiment, an archival project, a description of participant observation etc. The more specific and focused you can make this, the better. If you are doing a research experiment, provide a pre/post example. If you are doing an interview, given an example of a follow-up questions contingent on the answer. If you are doing participant observation, provide a scenario and what “sensitizing concepts” you might include. Think of this as the part of a grant proposal in which you convince the reviewers that they should give you money—you want to show them that you have a way of getting the data that is important to your research. 
