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5C. Ethnographic Observation and Interview Guide 

Below, I present a draft interview guide that illustrates how the main research questions in this study will translate into specific data collection efforts. This guide will be substantially revised after the first ten interviews and then allowed to evolve incrementally as the study progresses. The proposed interview questions correspond to the first two primary research questions. (The third research question is analytic and will serve as the basis for the conclusion of the study.) Interview questions are divided into three categories: the first includes general issues related with health research policy, the second includes field specific priorities, and the third changes in professional culture across biomedical disciplines. In accordance with the main goals, care has been taken to frame the interview questions so as to get informants to reflect on the specific structural effects of neoliberalism, such as institutional collaborations, changing funding patterns and policy directions, the emergence of entrepreneurialism in the organizations where they work, and the various effects of these changes on choices of biomedical research projects. In order to demonstrate the relevance of the interview questions to the broader research goals, to the various themes of the dissertation, and to different categories of informants, I have tagged each question below with the relevant dissertation chapter and informant group. The questions on the guide will be tailored to draw perspectives from informants about institutional and structural changes related with current political economic and technological trends. Care will be taken to ensure that the questions are open ended, accommodate individual and professional differences, and do not lead the subjects down preconceived paths. The aim is to elicit the experiences of medical professionals with changes in their field and to understand the structural forces that underpin these experiences. Thus individual interviews analyzed in the context of structural location are intended to serve as windows into wider social processes. In order to facilitate the corroboration of informants’ accounts with existing empirical data, I have distinguished the questions that can be empirically backed from those that are based largely in opinion.

Informant key: G = Government researcher or administrator, A=Academic or university researcher or administrator, P = Pharmaceutical industry representative, N=NGO representative or public policy specialist.

Research Question 1: How have changes in public policy in India associated with neoliberal reform (such as new intellectual property law regimes, privatized healthcare, and new research funding sources and priorities) affected biomedical research?

Research Question 2: What differences might one observe among the changes occurring in the various settings and types of biomedical research in India? For example, how are the changes in university-based research different from those occurring in government-based research, or in subclinical and epidemiological research versus clinical research?      
I. General public policy considerations

In your opinion, how have healthcare policies by the Indian central and state governments changed in the last two decades? Has there been a shift in priorities? (Chapter 4, 5, 6, 7) (G, A, P, N) (Empirically backed) 

How are the health research policies of the Indian government and transnational aid organizations balancing the need for: applied clinical research against basic research on molecular and genetic causation; transnational diseases research against local and endemic diseases research, social medicine against specialized medicine? Are selective incentives being offered to private concerns for undertaking certain kinds of biotechnological research? (Chapter 7) (N) (Empirically backed) 

How would you rate India’s strength vis-à-vis other international players in basic medical science and drug research? What aspects of research do you think need strengthening and why? (Chapter 4, 5, 6, 7) (G, A, P, N) (Opinion)  

What do you think are the advantages/disadvantages of privatized medicine versus state sponsored medicine? What role do you think the state is currently playing in healthcare provision and research? What role would you like to see it play? Do you think it should be a provider or a facilitator of services? (Chapter 7) (N) (Part empirically backed, part opinion)

How are diverse patient populations being affected by governmental health policy decisions? How active do you think citizens are in demanding reform? How responsive do you think the government is to such demands? (Chapter 7) (N) (Part empirically backed, part opinion)

Describe future healthcare directions in India. What do you foresee changing? To what extent, and in what ways, do you think economic considerations will drive such changes? (Chapters 7) (N) (Opinion)

II. Specific Sectoral Priorities in Biomedical Research

How have new intellectual property regimes and government funding patterns affected prioritization of various research problem area choices in biomedicine? For instance, what is the relative prioritization of transnational AIDS research as opposed to endemic tuberculosis research? (Chapters 4, 5, 7) (G, A, N) (Empirically backed) 

What kinds of research projects are currently being supported across different domains in your field? (Chapter 4, 5, 6) (G, A, P) (Empirically backed)

What kinds of institutional collaboration, if any, are you observing? Is your research laboratory accepting contracts for certain kinds of projects from industry, for example? (Chapters 4, 5) (G, A) (Empirically backed)    

What kinds of changes are you seeing in the funding of research relevant to diseases and health problems among India’s poor versus research oriented toward the global pharmaceutical industry? (Chapters 4, 5, 7) (G, A, N) (Empirically backed)

Are transnational collaborations increasing in certain categories of medical research? What kinds of partnerships have resulted? What is their permanence and what role are national governments and transnational organizations playing in supporting them? (Chapters 4, 5, 6) (G, A, P) (Empirically backed)

Is any major restructuring or reallocation of resources occurring across medical academic departments? Are some departments operating at the expense of others? Who is making the decisions that lead up to these changes? (Chapter 5) (A) (Empirically backed)

Describe how you see organizational change happening in the pharmaceutical industry in India? Do you think this is affecting the prices of drugs and the kinds of research that are being undertaken? (Chapter 6) (P) (Empirically backed)

Are health NGOs performing new roles and responsibilities in order to fill in the gaps in social welfare left by governmental policy? Are they building a more diverse profile involving forays into health research, for example? If so, what kinds of new research projects are being undertaken? How has this changed the organizational characteristics of NGOs and what implications does this have for quality of health outreach and care? (Chapter 7) (N) (Empirically backed)

III. Professional Changes in Biomedical Research 

What made you decide to take up a career in medical research as opposed to pure clinical practice? What barriers, if any, have you faced in carving out a career in research? (Chapters 4, 5, 6) (G, A, P) (Opinion)

Why did you decide to work in the organization where you work? (Chapters 4, 5) (G, A) (Opinion)

In what ways, if at all, has research become more entrepreneurial in your field? What new opportunities have emerged through private funding sources? (Chapters 4, 5) (G, A) (Part empirically backed, part opinion)

What role do you think civic duty versus private funding play in people’s career choices in the field of Indian biomedical research? What is your opinion on medical professional migration to foreign countries? (Chapters 4, 5, 7)(G, A, N) (Opinion) 

What changes, if any, have you made to your own professional career pursuits in recent times? To what extent were these changes self-motivated and to what extent were they pragmatic or even coercive? (Chapters 4, 5, 6) (G, A, P) (Part empirically backed, part opinion)

To what extent do intellectual patents drive research and innovation in your field? Do you think institutions are subjecting individuals to increasing pressure over time to seek patents for their innovations or even their proposed research? (Chapters 4, 5, 6) (G, A, P) (Part empirically backed, part opinion) 

What portion of your research activity goes towards grant proposal writing? Who are the main funding bodies? Have such funding patterns shifted over time? (Chapter 4, 5) (G, A) (Empirically backed)

Do you think certain fields in medical research are considered more prestigious than others, or receive better funding, and why? Do you think that careers within certain organizational settings enable better prospects in medical research and publication? (Chapters 4, 5, 6) (G, A, P) (Opinion)

What do you think is the current distribution of careers between basic sciences research and vocational training? In your opinion, has this distribution shifted over time? Are certain academic institutions selectively training young professionals for certain kinds of job descriptions in industry, for example? (Chapter 4, 5, 7) (G, A, N) (Part empirically backed, part opinion)

Have performance assessments, oversights and audits increased at your workplace over time? What is the ratio of permanent staff to flexible or contractual staff and has the ratio changed over time? (Chapters 4, 5, 6) (G, A, P) (Empirically backed)

Have you had to learn new science or new technologies in order to function in your field? How difficult has this made your practice? Do you think that certain kinds of super-specialization, or conversely, deskilling, are on the rise? (Chapters 4, 5, 6) (G, A, P) (Part empirically backed, part opinion)  

Have there been any changes in the uses of instrumentation, such as commercial tools and research equipment, in your field over time? In what ways has this affected the nature of your research? (Chapters 4, 5, 6) (G, A, P) (Part empirically backed, part opinion)

Do you think Indian medical science research is registering a fundamental shift of emphasis from applied research on symptoms to basic research on disease causation? If so, which fields are the biggest players in this transition? Have you any particular concerns about the nature of this transition? What do you think its implications are for various categories of health professionals? Will some workers benefit at the expense of others? (Chapter 4, 5, 6, 7) (G, A, P, N) (Opinion)

